city daily for its buying facilities, for New York manages a tenth of
the retail business of the country.
The greatest single industry of which New York boasts is the
clothing business, worth a billion and a half dollars yearly. Printing,
food, beverages, furs, confections, wood-products, textiles, chemicals,
glass and paper are its other great industries. Ship-building is a
major concern in the Brooklyn Navy Yards.
Over three million workers are needed for this multiplicity of
activity. The density of the population of New York, with one
hundred and four thousand two hundred residents per square mile,
surpasses even that of Shanghai. The New Yorker must be carried
ten or twelve miles in order to be buried, and this is only one more
means of transportation, for the New Yorker never walks.
ni
By mid-morning "Maine Central is up to forty-eight". The typist
moans "These shoes are murdering me", as she slips off her cheap
pumps, wriggles her toes, inhales cigarette smoke and desultorily
pecks at the keyboard of her typewriter. The housewives are busy
shopping for food, household utensils and nylon stockings.
In Herald Square, at Macy's, at other large department stores, the
escalators carry a continuous stream of shoppers in search of anything
from safety-pins to a diamond necklace.
Along 14th Street, the "poor man's Fifth Avenue", the East Side
housewives are in search of the bargains that the frank advertising
announces. At the corner of 14th and Broadway, beneath
fluorescent lights in a window display one flight up, a number of
dummies are dressed in fur coats. In and out of these manikins,
pacing up and down all day long, winter and summer, several tired
but real-life, models also display the latest fur coats as they chew
gum or gesticulate to an occasional friend in the street below.
Off Fifth Avenue, on 28th Street, weary from walking and
watching the pounding and pushing life of the city, we enter the
small church of St. Leo's. The noise and hurry are suddenly for-
gotten. There are two nuns in green and white habits, kneeling at
the altar, night and day, year in and year out. They are the r&ligieuses
of the neighbouring convent who maintain the perpetual adoration
of Christ.
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